Combating Homeland Insecurity

What Smart New Investments in Children, Youth and Families
Might Look Like...

...Americans want more investments in their children and grandchildren. First, to
improve each child’s life chances for success, but also because they know the
nation’s global competitiveness depends on it and an aging population requires
it. The next two pages broadly describe the national investments needed.
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10 YEAR, $500 BILLION INVEST

IN KIDS AGENDA

Child Abuse and Neglect

The Challenge

There are three million reports of child abuse and
neglect a year. Thousands of children are killed
and severely injured, leaving life-long harmful
consequences for individual children and the families

and communities they live in.

The Investment

Fully fund the wide array of proven prevention and
treatment programs which together can sharply
reduce child abuse and neglect while strengthening
families.

The Benefits
Less violence, crime, poverty, educational failure,
unemployment, imprisonment. High financial return

on investments.

Child Health

The Challenge

Nine million children are without health insurance.
Millions are not receiving timely or comprehensive
medical attention, allowing preventable illness to
strike them.

The Investment

Provide coverage to all wuninsured children

guaranteeing uninterrupted care for every child.

The Benefits
Healthier children and lower health costs.

Early Childhood Education

The Challenge

Millions of pre-school children are unable to take
advantage of early learning opportunities proven to
improve school readiness.

The Investment

Fully fund Early Head Start services for infants and
toddlers in poverty and make available quality
preschool education for all children.

The Benefits

Improved school performance, reductions in crime
and acquisition of skills to become contributing
citizens. Proven high return on investment.

Child Care

The Challenge
Affordable, high quality care is unavailable to
millions of children with working parents.

The Investment
Make quality child care—including infant and
toddler care—affordable for all working families.

The Benefits

Safe, nurturing and stimulating conditions for
children. Improved school readiness. Increased job
productivity by parents.
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Mental Health

The Challenge

Millions of young children and youth experience
early emotional problems which are serious enough
to impede learning and healthy development.

The Investment

Provide a full array of training, prevention and
treatment services allowing parents and providers of
care to children to intervene early.

The Benefits

Emotionally healthy children, youth and young
adults—the key to creating a productive and
emotionally satisfying adulthood.

After-School Programs

The Challenge

Millions of children and youth who are in unsupervised
situations at the end of each school day would benefit
from participation in quality after-school programs.

The Investment
Make available high quality after—school programs
to all children and youth.

The Benefits
Improved school performance, less crime, safer
children.

Poverty and Working Families

The Challenge

More than 12 million children and youth live below the
poverty line. Millions more are in low wage families
who work full time, but simply cannot earn enough to
provide for basic family needs.

The Investment

A combination of tax credits and deductions, minimum
wage increases, family allowances, subsidized health
insurance and child care, which guarantees that full-
time, low wage workers receive a household income
that does not fall below the federal poverty level.

The Benefits

Low poverty rates are associated with improved
school performance, lower child abuse rates, less
crime and domestic violence, safer housing, healthier
lifestyles, less substance abuse, lower prison rates
and numerous other indicators of child and adult
well-being.
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