
“I know from long experience that 
healthy, well-cared for children 
present this nation’s best bet for a 
productive future. I am proud of 
Every Child Matters for spotlighting 
the needs of children during 
elections and for bringing this 
message directly to our lawmakers 
and candidates.”

– T. Berry Brazelton, MD 

“Every Child Matters serves as the 
voice of conscience on behalf of 
our children. Someone needs to 
remind our candidates that their 
most sacred trust with the people 
is addressing today’s needs of our 
children while assuring them a 
vibrant future.”

– Mark Nichols, Executive Director,  
NASW-Nevada

grandchildren are

SPECIAL
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they are not a

SPECIAL

INTEREST
So who’s speaking up for them?
Grandparents can give children 

a voice and a vote.

1. How do you propose to ensure that 
America’s children grow up healthy 
and have access to comprehensive 
health and dental care?

2. What are your plans to keep 
all children in America safe from 
violence in their homes, schools, and 
communities?

3. What is your position on how to 
keep children safe and supervised in 
the late afternoon and early evening 
hours?

4. What is your position on early 
learning and care, including preparing 
children for kindergarten?

5. What would you do to help families 
with children in America become 
economically self-sufficient and able 
to provide for their family’s needs?

ASK THE

CANDIDATES



Why a new group on behalf of kids?

Thousands of Iowa kids—millions across 
America—are alone every day after school, 
without health care, living in poverty. They 
need the strong voice of an experienced 
group of people.

America is a rich country; I thought 
our kids were the best off anywhere?

While most of our kids are thriving, millions 
are not. According to a recent UNICEF 
study of 24 rich nations, the U.S. finished 
23rd in child well-being. Kids also are the 
poorest group of citizens. In Iowa, we 
have seen the number of children living in 
poverty increase by more than 24% in the 
past ten years.

What can grandparents do?

Grandparents can be strong advocates 
for their own grandkids and others who 
could use a grandparent on their side. 
Join Grandparents for Iowa’s Kids. 
Grandparents enjoy telling others about 
their grandchildren. And that is exactly 
what we are asking you to do. Tell the 
candidates what your grandchildren are 
doing and what they need to grow up 
safe, healthy, and well-educated.

Then ask them how they plan to 
make that happen, not just for your 
grandchildren, but for every child in 
America. Kids can’t always tell our 
elected officials what they need, but when 
grandparents speak, politicians listen.

How do I join “Grandparents for 
Iowa’s Kids?”

Call or e-mail:

Tom LaPointe, Director
Every Child Matters in Iowa

tlapointe@everychildmatters.org 
202-230-3658

Learn more at 
www.everychildmatters.org

How you can help:

Attend a candidate event 
and attempt to ask a 
question.

Sign off on a Letter to the 
Editor or an Opinion piece 
for the local paper.

Pull together other seniors 
for a rally.

Attend a community event 
and hand out information.

Get other seniors to join.

Let candidates know that 
you’ll be “voting for kids.”

You can help!


