The Growing Crisis
in Child Protection

a sampling of news stories from across America
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Nearly five children die in America every day from abuse or neglect. In fact, according to federal data,
10,440 children are known to have died from abuse and neglect between 2001 and 2007, but experts
say the real number may be as many as 5,000 higher. A weak economy and resulting state budget cuts
are putting even more children at risk, as evidenced by the multitude of recent newspaper stories from
across America that suggest an increase in child abuse due to the worsening recession.

This document, which we’ve entitled, The Growing Crisis in Child Protection, is a compendium of
such stories, and is part of our campaign to help stop child abuse and neglect deaths. The Every Child
Matters Education Fund and its partners—the National Association of Social Workers, the National
Children’s Alliance, and the National District Attorneys Association—are urging Congress to hold
hearings and provide emergency funds to stop state cuts in child protective services.

During the Summit on Child Abuse and Neglect Deaths that followed the release of the We Can Do
Better report on child fatalities last October, more than 100 experts on child welfare from across the
country met to discuss strategies and tactics for combating child abuse and neglect, and for shoring up
a child protection system that is stretched too thin. The following are some of the recommendations
resulting from those discussions.

1. Building upon the best of current child protection systems, the federal government should
take the lead in developing a national strategy for stopping maltreatment deaths. It should
include public health and social services aimed at strengthening families and preventing
maltreatment in the first place, along with state of the art assessment tools to identify and
properly assess those at risk.

2. Current levels of federal spending are far below the level needed to protect all children at
imminent risk of harm. Three billion to five billion dollars in additional funds are required,
for example, to allow child protective workers and other frontline personnel to have smaller
caseloads and better training not only so that they will be better prepared to immediately
protect children, but so that they will consider having lifelong careers in child protection,
bringing needed maturity and experience to the system. Funds are also needed to provide a
wide array of public health and social services to help at-risk kids, including comprehensive
in-home services for children already in the system.

3. Inconsideration of expanded federal spending, states should be required to adopt national
standards drawn from existing best practices and policy for protecting children.

A national strategy for combating maltreatment deaths and stopping abuse and neglect in the first
place is imperative. We know a great deal about preventing abuse and neglect and related
fatalities. When provided with support services and appropriate supervision, the vast majority of
potentially abusive and neglectful parents can learn to safely care for their children. Many abused
children will develop the resilience to overcome the abuse they’ve sustained, but for others, these
patterns of abuse will continue into the next generation.

The newspaper headlines compiled in this document show that the problem of child abuse is
prevalent throughout the country, and seems to be increasing as a result of the recession.



Child Welfare in the News

Alabama

Alabama launches plan in Jefferson County to reduce child deaths
The Birmingham News
January 7, 2010

Alaska

Foster Home Shortage Prompts State To Recruit Foster Parents
KTUU Anchorage
December 6, 2009

Arizona

Arizona Child Abuse Rises as Recession Deepens
Public News Service
May 26, 2009

Valley Group Says Child Abuse Up, Begins Awareness Campaign
ABC 15 News
December 3, 2009

Arkansas

Reports Of Child Abuse Rise
KHBS/KHOG
July 28, 2009

Better Child-Safety Practices Urged On Ark. DHS
KHBS - KHOG Fort Smith — Fayetteville
August 10, 2009

Review spurs sweeping changes in child welfare system
Arkansas News
August 16, 2009

Lost in the child welfare system
Arkansas Times
December 31, 2009



http://blog.al.com/birmingham-news-stories/2010/01/state_plan_launched_to_reduce.html
http://www.ktuu.com/global/story.asp?s=11631624
http://www.publicnewsservice.org/index.php?/content/article/8992-1
http://www.abc15.com/content/news/southeastvalley/chandler/story/Valley-group-says-child-abuse-up-begins-awareness/WM9gF71icEueGZ8IzPhVZA.cspx
http://www.4029tv.com/news/20200138/detail.html
http://www.4029tv.com/health/20347094/detail.html
http://arkansasnews.com/2009/08/16/review-spurs-sweeping-changes-in-child-welfare-system/
http://www.arktimes.com/blogs/arkansasblog/2009/12/lost_in_the_foster_care_system.aspx
http://www.arktimes.com/blogs/arkansasblog/2009/12/lost_in_the_foster_care_system.aspx
http://www.arktimes.com/blogs/arkansasblog/2009/12/lost_in_the_foster_care_system.aspx

California

Rising Child Abuse Deaths Blamed on Economy
ABC News 10 Online
June 3, 2009

L.A. County Children's Services Office Moves To Improve Oversight
Los Angeles Times
June 11, 2009

As L.A. County Spun Its Wheels, Children Died
Los Angeles Times
June 14, 2009

Tulare Co. Cutting 55 Child Welfare Jobs
Fresno Bee
August 13, 2009

Child's Death Shows Weaknesses Of LA County's Child Welfare System
Los Angeles Times
August 18, 2009

Many Cases Of Child Abuse Go Unreported
Victorville Daily Press
August 23, 2009

LA County Child Welfare Workers Have Higher Caseload Than Other Areas
89.3 KPCC (Southern California Public Radio)
August 26, 2009

Tulare County Child Welfare Services Workers Protest Layoffs
Visalia Times-Delta
August 26, 2009

Recession Increases Already Heavy CPS Caseload
KGET 17
September 1, 2009

Child Welfare Backers Protest Cuts To Social Services Funding
Monterey Herald
September 11, 2009

Flawed County System Lets Children Die Invisibly
Los Angeles Times
October 11, 2009



http://www.news10.net/news/local/story.aspx?storyid=60406&catid=2
http://www.latimes.com/news/local/la-me-dcfs11-2009jun11,0,2163677.story
http://www.latimes.com/news/la-me-childabuse14-2009jun14,0,2655822.story
http://www.fresnobee.com/updates/story/1596719.html
http://www.latimes.com/news/local/la-me-child-death18-2009aug18,0,7683835.story
http://www.vvdailypress.com/news/tip-14044-county-abuse.html
http://www.scpr.org/news/2009/08/25/dcfs-caseloads/
http://www.visaliatimesdelta.com/article/20090826/NEWS01/908260309
http://www.kget.com/news/local/story/Recession-increases-already-heavy-CPS-Caseload/f_
http://www.montereyherald.com/local/ci_13314439?nclick_check=1
http://www.latimes.com/news/local/la-me-miguel11-2009oct11,0,4795548.story

Changes urged for Fresno Co. social services
Fresno Bee
October 11, 2009

Why Do The Children Keep Dying?
Los Angeles Times
October 16, 2009

Child Deaths In Kern County
KGET 17 Bakersfield
November 19, 2009

Colorado

El Paso County sued in death of foster child
KJCT8.com
October 13, 2009

Child Welfare In Colorado Found Lacking
The Associated Press
December 5, 2009

Connecticut

Social Service Groups Face Layoffs If Budget Isn't Passed: Officials Warn Of Dire
Consequences Amid Budget Fight

Connecticut Post

August 4, 2009

Report: Recession Taking Toll On Children
Connecticut Post
September 27, 2009

Bridgeport Child Advocacy Group Says Recession Taking Toll On Children
The Advocate
September 28, 2009

Group Seeks To Block Conn. Cuts To Children's Aid
Associated Press
December 9, 2009

District of Columbia

Summer Is No Vacation for Abused Kids
Washington Post
August 25, 2009



http://www.fresnobee.com/local/story/1670848.html
http://www.latimes.com/news/local/la-et-onthemedia16-2009oct16%20,0,711757.column?page=1&track=rss
http://www.kget.com/news/local/story/17-News-Investigation-Child-deaths-in-Kern-County/jfeXtHlhREGa-Xa1BfcIZA.cspx?rss=91
http://www.kjct8.com/Global/story.asp?S=11305481
http://www.nytimes.com/2009/12/06/us/06colorado.html?emc=tnt&tntemail0=y
http://www.connpost.com/news/ci_12984386
http://www.connpost.com/news/ci_12984386
http://www.connpost.com/news/ci_13433530?source=rss
http://www.stamfordadvocate.com/localnews/ci_13434447?source=rss
http://www.courant.com/news/local/statewire/hc-ap-ct-childwelfaredec09,0,4249906.story
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-%20dyn/content/article/2009/08/24/AR2009082403017.html?hpid=news-col-blog

2 Years After 4 Deaths, DC Welfare System Remains Under Scrutiny
New York Times
October 21, 2009

Florida

Florida Project To Track Abused Or Neglected Kids Stalls
Orlando Sentinel
June 3, 2009

Child's Death Exposes A Big Problem In Foster-Care Reform
South Florida Sun Sentinel
June 25, 2009

Report: Fla. Child Welfare Lacks Accountability
Miami Herald
August 13, 2009

Abuse, Neglect Claims Were Not Reported
Miami Herald
September 22, 2009

Florida Child Abuse Deaths Rise in Bad Economy
Foxnews.com
December 29, 2009

Report: Florida child-abuse deaths up 21% in 2008
Orlando Sentinel
January 6, 2010

Georgia

Social Services Workers Face Furloughs
Associated Press
August 28, 2009

Judge Claims Division Of Family And Children Services Very Understaffed
Gainesville Times
September 25, 2009



http://www.nytimes.com/2009/10/22/us/22district.html?_r=1&emc=tnt&tntemail0=y
http://www.orlandosentinel.com/news/local/orl-locdcf-devices-sunshine-060309060309jun03,0,7834315.story
http://www.orlandosentinel.com/news/local/orl-locdcf-devices-sunshine-060309060309jun03,0,7834315.story
http://www.orlandosentinel.com/news/local/orl-locdcf-devices-sunshine-060309060309jun03,0,7834315.story
http://www.sun-sentinel.com/news/opinion/sfl-foster-care-editorial-m06250pnjun25,0,5663966.story
http://www.miamiherald.com/news/florida/AP/story/1185218.html
http://www.miamiherald.com/news/politics/florida/story/1245081.html
http://www.foxnews.com/story/0,2933,581443,00.html
http://www.orlandosentinel.com/news/local/breakingnews/os-child-abuse-deaths-increase-20100106,0,1821158.story
http://www.ajc.com/news/social-services-workers-face-125801.html
http://www.gainesvilletimes.com/news/article/24049/

Hawaii

Funding For Hawaii Child Abuse Prevention Program Being Cut
Honolulu Advertiser
July 15, 2009

Budget Cuts Increase Fears For Child Safety
Honolulu Star-Bulletin
July 27, 2009

Hawaii kids worse off than report says
Honolulu Star-Bulletin
July 30, 2009

West Hawaii Child Welfare Services hit hard by layoffs
Honolulu Advertiser
November 20, 2009

llinois

11l. Child-Welfare Agency Slow To Review Deaths
Chicago Tribune
June 25, 2009

Illinois Budget Cuts To Impact Local Social Service Agencies
KWQC 6
August 3, 2009

Indiana

State To Shut Down Child Abuse Agency
WRTYV Indianapolis
September 18, 2009

Indiana child-welfare agencies fight cuts
Fort Wayne Journal Gazette
December 15, 2009

lowa

Budget-driven policy may shortchange lowa's most vulnerable
lowa Independent
January 6, 2010



http://www.honoluluadvertiser.com/article/20090715/NEWS01/907150363/Funding+for+Hawaii+child+abuse+prevention+program+being+cut
http://www.starbulletin.com/news/20090727_Budget_cuts_increase_fears_for_child_safety.html
http://www.starbulletin.com/editorials/20090730_Hawaii_kids_worse_off_than_report_says.html
http://www.honoluluadvertiser.com/article/20091120/BREAKING01/91120034/West+Hawaii+Child+Welfare+Services+hit+hard+by+layoffs
http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/chi-ap-il-audit-childwelfar,0,5325889.story
http://www.kwqc.com/Global/story.asp?S=10839552
http://www.theindychannel.com/news/20982591/detail.html
http://www.journalgazette.net/article/20091215/NEWS07/912159951/1006/NEWS
http://iowaindependent.com/23683/budget-driven-policy-may-shortchange-iowas-most-vulnerable

Kansas

Former SRS investigator: Boy's death was preventable
The Wichita Eagle
November 1, 2009

Kentucky

Transparency Needed On Child Abuse Deaths
Kentucky.com
October 25, 2009

Child Abuse Cases Are Increasing
WYMT News
December 16, 2009

Social service workers lobby lawmakers to improve child welfare system
Courier Journal
January 5, 2010

Louisiana

DSS predicts loss of 270 positions
Advocate Capitol News Bureau
October 7, 2009

Social Services To Cut $14.1M From Budget
Shreveport Times
December 30, 2009

Maine

Funding Cuts Could Shutter Child Abuse Program
WMTW Portland
September 30, 2009

Social Services Officials Look On In Concern
Morning Sentinel,
December 20, 2009

Maryland

Neglect, abuse cases increase as recession continues
Gazette.net
June 17, 2009


http://www.kansas.com/news/crime-courts/story/1036166.html
http://www.kentucky.com/editorials/story/991275.html
http://www.wkyt.com/wymtnews/headlines/79449882.html
http://www.courier-journal.com/article/20100105/NEWS01/1050350/Social+service+workers+lobby+lawmakers+to+improve+child+welfare+system
http://www.2theadvocate.com/news/politics/63651977.html
http://www.shreveporttimes.com/article/20091230/NEWS01/912300330/1060
http://www.wmtw.com/money/21165080/detail.html
http://morningsentinel.mainetoday.com/news/local/7240961.html

Md. Policy On Children '"Not Working," Conway Says
Baltimore Sun
September 30, 2009

State Social Services Falter, Just When State Residents Need Them Most
Baltimore City Paper
November 4, 2009

Advisory Board: Frederick County Social Services Understaffed
WTOP
December 13, 2009

Massachusetts

Reserve Aims To Fight Abuse
The Republican
November 01, 2009

Delayed Action Is Child Abuse
Boston Herald
December 19, 2009

Michigan

Department Of Human Services Offices Fear Overload: Some Applicants Resort To
Violence, Threats

Battle Creek Enquirer

November 15, 2009

Child Abuse, Neglect Stats Worry Educators
Holland Sentinel
December 20, 2009

Minnesota

Troubled kids kept waiting
Duluth News Tribune
November 22, 2009

Mississippi

Insurance: Abuse Victims Are Denied
Clarion Ledger
October 29, 2009



http://www.baltimoresun.com/news/maryland/bal-md.grouphomes30sep30,0,831581.story
http://www.citypaper.com/news/story.asp?id=19236
http://www.wtop.com/?nid=25&sid=1839070
http://www.masslive.com/springfield/republican/index.ssf?/base/news-25/1256973481134900.xml&coll=1
http://www.bostonherald.com/news/opinion/op_ed/view/20091219delayed_action_is_child_abuse/srvc=news&position=also
http://www.battlecreekenquirer.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=2009911150324
http://www.battlecreekenquirer.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=2009911150324
http://www.hollandsentinel.com/news/x1535679257/Child-abuse-neglect-stats-worry-educators
http://www.duluthnewstribune.com/event/article/id/152707/
http://www.clarionledger.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=2009910090309

Missouri

Infant Death Case Causes Analysis
News-Press & Gazette
October 15, 2009

Missouri Officials Search For More Victims, Clues In Child-Abuse Case
CNN
November 12, 2009

Sixth Man Arrested In Child Abuse Case
Blue Springs Examiner
November 13, 2009

Nebraska

Neb. officials emphasize need for adoptive parents
Associated Press State & Local Wire
November 3, 2009

Neb. Board Urges Oversight Of Foster-Care Reform
Sioux City Journal
December 15, 2009

Nevada

Clark County Seeing Surge In Child Abuse
Fox5 KVVVU
July 27, 2009

Child Abuse Escalates With Money Woes
Las Vegas Sun
June 26, 2009

New Hampshire

Hard times ahead for human services: Need (and budget shortfall) growing
Concord Monitor
December 13, 2009



http://www.stjoenews.net/news/2009/oct/15/infant-death-case-causes-analysis/?local
http://www.cnn.com/2009/CRIME/11/11/missouri.child.sexual.abuse/
http://www.examiner.net/news/x206840506/Sixth-man-arrested-in-child-abuse-case
http://hosted.ap.org/dynamic/stories/N/NE_NEB_ADOPTIONS_NEOL-?SITE=AP&SECTION=HOME&TEMPLATE=DEFAULT
http://www.siouxcityjournal.com/news/state-and-regional/nebraska/article_0d35d75c-e9d8-11de-bd71-001cc4c002e0.html
http://www.fox5vegas.com/news/20194985/detail.html
http://www.lasvegassun.com/news/2009/jun/26/child-abuse-escalates-money-woes/
http://www.concordmonitor.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20091213/OPINION/912130338/0/FRONTPAGE

New Jersey

NJ To Limit Reports On Child Welfare Deaths
Philadelphia Inquirer
July 27, 2009

N.J. Study Of Child Abuse Says Welfare Workers Overlook Family Problems
Statehouse Bureau
August 24, 2009

Statistics Bleak For Children In Foster Care
Vineland Daily Journal
June 27, 2009

New Mexico

Children Need Aid of Whole Village
Albuquerque Journal
September 3, 2009

New York

With Donations And Grants Down, Social Service Agencies Feel The Pinch
New York Times
August 21, 2009

NYC Report Shows Mixed Results in Child Abuse Cases
WNYC
September 30, 2009

Report Finds Thousands Of Kids Stuck In Overburdened Foster Care System
WNYC
November 10, 2009

North Carolina

Number Of Foster Children Climbs As Economy Dips
Mooresville Tribune
June 6, 2009

Pending Budget Cuts Could Impact Foster Home Care For Some Children
Burlington Times-News
June 28, 2009



http://www.philly.com/philly/wires/ap/news/state/new_jersey/20090727_ap_njtolimitreportsonchildwelfaredeaths.html
http://www.nj.com/news/index.ssf/2009/08/welfare_workers_overlooked_som.html
http://www.thedailyjournal.com/article/20090627/LOCAL01/906270309
http://www.abqjournal.com/opinion/guest_columns/032146359591opinionguestcolumns09-03-09.htm
http://www.nytimes.com/2009/08/22/nyregion/22nonprofit.html?_r=1
http://www.wnyc.org/news/articles/141735
http://www.wnyc.org/news/articles/144139
http://www2.mooresvilletribune.com/content/2009/jun/06/number-foster-children-climbs-economy-dips/
http://www.thetimesnews.com/articles/home-26212-budget-impact.html

Child Abuse Prevention Agency May Have To Close
Charlotte Observer
August 30, 2009

State To Review Cumberland DSS In Wake Of Shaniya Davis' Death
Winston-Salem Journal
November 24, 2009

North Dakota

GF County averages 120 youths in foster care per month
Grand Forks Herald
November 8, 2009

Demand up for licensed social workers
Grand Forks Herald
November 15, 2009

Ohio
County Investigators Battle Child Abuse With Dwindling Resources

Sandusky Register
August 3, 2009

Doctors: Economy May Be Behind Increase In Child Abuse Cases
NBC4i.com
September 10, 2009

Child Abuse Cases Alarmingly High And More Severe, Officials Say
Dayton Daily News
October 4, 2009

Children Services Operating Under Budget Cuts
The People's Defender
October 7, 2009

Oklahoma

Budget Cuts To Affect Vulnerable Oklahomans
The Associated Press
November 12, 2009



http://www.charlotteobserver.com/275/story/914493.html
www2.journalnow.com/content/2009/nov/24/state-review-cumberland-dss-wake-shaniya-davis-dea
http://www.grandforksherald.com/event/article/id/140293/
http://www.sanduskyregister.com/articles/2009/08/04/front/1527051.txt
http://www2.nbc4i.com/cmh/news/local/article/Doctors_Economy_May_Be_Behind_Increase_In_Child_Abuse_Cases/22939/
http://www.daytondailynews.com/news/dayton-news/child-abuse-cases-alarmingly-high-and-more-severe-officials-say-330151.html
http://www.peoplesdefender.com/main.asp?SectionID=13&SubSectionID=83&ArticleID=130378
http://www.google.com/hostednews/ap/article/ALeqM5iyuqOMRarG5KCJn05CzWVgZWH2kwD9BU8G0O0

Oregon

Lawsuit Faults State For Failing To Detect Abuse Of Foster Child
The Register-Guard
October 23, 2009

Washington County Child Welfare Ranks Last In State Performance Measurements
The Oregonian
November 16, 2009

South Carolina

Child Abuse Cases Rise In Upstate
Greenville News
October 11, 2009

SC Family Of 6-Week-Old Blames DSS For Ignoring Child Abuse
Examiner.com
October 13, 2009

South Dakota

Abuse/neqglect cases are a problem here
Mobridge Tribune
October 5, 2009

Texas

Groups Square Off Over Child Abuse Bill
Marshall News Messenger
June 11, 2009

Deaths Prompt Review of Texas Abuse Investigations
The Houston Chronicle
September 5, 2009

CPS Plan To Save Kids Loses Momentum
Houston Chronicle
October 12, 2009

Texas Plan To Hire Abuse Investigators Struggles
Associated Press
October 13, 2009



http://www.registerguard.com/csp/cms/sites/web/news/cityregion/21977002-46/story.csp
http://www.oregonlive.com/politics/index.ssf/2009/11/washington_county_child_welfar.html
http://www.greenvilleonline.com/article/20091011/NEWS/910110317/1004/NEWS01/Child-abuse-cases-rise-in-Upstate
http://www.examiner.com/x-26175-Columbia-City-Buzz-Examiner~y2009m10d13-SC-family-of-6weekold-blames-DSS-for-ignoring-child-abuse
http://www.mobridgetribune.com/articles/2009/10/06/local_news/news03.txt
http://www.marshallnewsmessenger.com/news/content/region/legislature/stories/2009/06/11/0611cps.html
http://www.chron.com/disp/story.mpl/ap/tx/6604441.html
http://www.chron.com/disp/story.mpl/metropolitan/6663131.html
http://cbs11tv.com/local/child.abuse.abuse.2.1243715.html

CPS Probed Many Abuse Deaths
Houston Chronicle
October 22, 2009

Protecting Texas Children: Abuse "Huge Problem': Numbers Cause For Concern,

Action
Amarillo.com
November 2, 2009

Fort Worth CPS Worker Who Failed To Disclose Arrests Exposes Flaws Of Self-
Reporting Policy

Dallas Morning News

November 19, 2009

Child Protective Services Workers 'Taking Short Cuts," Review Shows
Dallas Morning News
December 15, 2009

Utah

Cuts Would Hit Child Welfare Hard
Deseret News
November 17, 2009

Vermont

Prevent Child Abuse Short on Cash
WCAX.com
August 5, 2009

Washington

Spokane Catholic Diocese gets more abuse reports
Mynorthwest.com
November 3, 2009

West Virginia

W.Va. should avoid cuts, advocates say
Charleston Daily Mail
May 12, 2009

WV legislature considering child abuse watchdog
WHSV.com
December 8, 2009


http://www.reporternews.com/news/2009/oct/22/study-cps-probed/
http://www.amarillo.com/stories/110209/new_news1.shtml
http://www.amarillo.com/stories/110209/new_news1.shtml
http://www.dallasnews.com/sharedcontent/dws/news/texassouthwest/stories/121509dntexcps.3ee4a5f.html
http://www.dallasnews.com/sharedcontent/dws/news/texassouthwest/stories/121509dntexcps.3ee4a5f.html
http://www.dallasnews.com/sharedcontent/dws/news/texassouthwest/stories/121509dntexcps.3ee4a5f.html
http://www.deseretnews.com/article/705345221/Cuts-would-hit-child-welfare-hard.html
http://www.wcax.com/Global/story.asp?S=10854630
http://www.mynorthwest.com/?nid=11&sid=235262

Wisconsin

Deadly mistakes doom children
Journal Sentinel
October 4, 2009

Wisconsin Child Abuse Bill Meets Roadblock
Northland's News Center
November 18, 2009

Foster Care Workers Feel Overworked, Unsupported, Study Finds
Milwaukee Journal Sentinel
December 16, 2009



http://www.jsonline.com/watchdog/watchdogreports/63459292.html
http://www.northlandsnewscenter.com/news/local/70431902.html
http://www.jsonline.com/news/milwaukee/46266767.html

