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The budget resolution proposed by Budget Committee Chairman Paul Ryan, and passed by the United 

States House of Representatives, fundamentally changes the relationship between the federal 

government and working families with children. It shirks responsibility for the health, education, and 

safety of children and would leave millions behind at a time when we need to be investing in children. 

The examples below represent what would happen if this budget became law: 

Health Care 

 The Ryan budget would turn Medicaid and the Children’s Health Insurance Program into block 

grants. It would cut federal funding for the federal-state Medicaid program by 31 percent by 

20231. This would lead to $160 billion in cuts to children’s health2. The Children’s Health 

Insurance Program would merge into its new Medicaid block grant and be cut. 318,000 

Wisconsin children receive government health care and 64,000 are uninsured3. 

 The Ryan Budget rolls back the Affordable Care Act which will make it harder for working 

families to get health care for their children. In a previous analysis of the Ryan Budget, the 

Congressional Budget Office found repeal of health care reform would cause states to restrict 

CHIP and Medicaid eligibility, ration the care children receive, and lower payments to providers 

– all of which would make it harder for children to get the care they need4. 

Nutrition 

 The Ryan Budget turns the Supplemental Nutritional Assistance Program into a block grant 

and changes eligibility requirements. This would represent a cut of $135 billion over ten years. 

This would result in a cut of more than $63 billion to kids. These cuts and changes would 

jeopardize the food security of millions of children.5 

 Leaves in place the harmful sequestration cuts that will have a dramatic impact on the Special 

Supplemental Nutrition Program for Women, Infant, and Children (WIC). The sequester cuts 

alone could result in 600,000 mothers, infants, and children losing nutrition assistance.6 
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Education  

In addition to shifting substantial costs to states through Medicaid and SNAP block grants, the Ryan 

budget would sharply reduce funding for the non-defense discretionary part of the federal budget, an 

area that funds a wide range of child services. Over the ten years from 2014 through 2023, the Ryan 

plan would cut non-defense discretionary funding by nearly $1.1 trillion. In 2014, the Ryan budget would 

cut funding for these programs by an additional 20 percent beyond what previous Congresses agreed 

to.7 These would have severe repercussions for federal support of public schools such as: 

 High-poverty schools (Title I). Title I provides financial assistance to schools with children from 

low-income families, to help these children meet state academic standards. Some 56,000 

schools nationally received this funding in 2009, helping them educate 21 million children that 

year. 

 Special education (IDEA). Funding through the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act 

provides federal support to schools to help them educate children with learning disorders, 

speech impairments, and other disabilities. Some 6.5 million children nationally received 

specialized learning assistance through this funding in 2010. 

 Pre-school programs provided through Head Start. Head Start promotes school readiness 

among at-risk children up to age 5 by enhancing social and cognitive development through 

education, health, nutritional, and other services and by engaging families in children’s learning. 

Early Head Start serves children from birth to age 3 and some pregnant women. Together, these 

programs served 1,142,000 children nationally in 2011. 

 

Child Abuse Prevention 

 While not specifically addressed in the Ryan Budget, Chairman Ryan championed a budget 

plan in 2012 that would completely eliminate the Social Services Block Grant (SSBG). SSBG 

provides $1.7 billion a year to states to prevent and address child abuse and other social 

problems. In fiscal year 2009, about one-quarter of SSBG funds assisted children involved in the 

child welfare or juvenile justice systems. 44 states used SSBG funds for this purpose8. 

 Ryan’s cuts to discretionary programs put mental health and substance abuse services at risk. 

These grants help states prevent and treat alcohol and drug abuse and provide community 

mental health services to adults and children with serious mental illness. In 2008, over two 
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million individuals attended substance abuse facilities that received federal funding; over six 

million received federally subsidized mental health services. 

 


